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A Condo'Increases
Fees for Moving

Q My building is a condominium,
and the board recently increased the
move-in, move-out fees from $400 to
$1,900, 'r'egardless of the term of the

Are there any” laws or. regulatzons

“: that'restrict the -amount of money a

: bulldmg can charge .for move-in and
es X

A EI‘IC P.. Gonchar a

i eal estate lawyer, sa1d H _

. : Stochargea
mpve-m ‘move-out’ fee' “The fee is
usually used to'covér:the administra-
tive costs associated .with a move
‘and to provide the building with a
security. deposit te..cover potential
damages,”. Mr Gonchar said. In

- any.cases,, he_. id, a portion of the .

qu1te h1gh Mr. Gonchar _said, the
1mp051t10n of & ‘move-in, move-out
fee in a condommlum is generally
the result- of a pohcy decision -
reached by..the building’s board:
“The condominium association is a
private orgamzatlon .and has the
right to make dégisiors abiout how to
operate the building,” he. said.

Mr. Gonchar added that the rlght
to collect a fee or to increase an
existing fee, as well ‘as. any Limita-
tions on such fees or- increases,
should be in the condo’s declaratzon
or bylaws. = ..

He added that since the condomml-
um association has authorlty over
only the unit owners and not over
tenants of thdse oWiers; the"move-in,
move-out fee: ultlmately would be the
responsibility :of the .-unit ‘owner.
Whether the unit owner canpass that
fee along to the tenant would depend
on the terms of the tenant’s ‘lease.
While nonregulated ‘tenants: may
have such a prov1s1on in their:lease,
it is unlikely that a. rent-stablhzed or’
rent-controlled tenant would have a’
lease provision requlrmg a. move-m
move-out fee.. -~ . 7



